Climate Change Committee Report to NCC 4/10 & 11/2010

A.
The work of Climate Change Committee since last NCC 12/4/09

Climate Change Committee has had active participation of about 13 people and had shared its work with the NCC list.

al.weinrub@comcast.net  Al Weinrub

carriescoville@yahoo.com  Carrie Scoville

dschwartzman@gmail.com  David Schwartzman

EC-CCDS@yahoogroups.com  Eco-Socialist Email List 

jlynjenks@gmail.com  Janet Tucker

krake17@hotmail.com  David Morrison

margordon@sbcglobal.net  Marian Gordon

mvkaufman@gmail.com  Michael Kaufman

STAFF@NCALCOFC.ORG  National Office 

steve.willett@initcomp.com  Steve Willett

tpearson@naarpr.org  Ted Pearson

vansicklem@cofc.edu  Meta Van Sickle

wteague@verizon.net  Walter Teague

-- Focus and work, meetings, continued to work on producing materials, educating on issues and presentations  – and working toward implentaton of a climate change strategy for CCDS. Our individual members and CCDS generally have been active on climate change in different ways; such as Green Jobs, Climate Change Presentations, writing and support for other local organizations such as the Oakland Climate Action Coalition. This included carrying signs in local demonstrations such as: “And War means global warming. No climate security without peace and no peace without climate security!
No War, No warming!”
-- Following up on the resolutions passed at the last NCC we made some headway in clarifying the various perspectives on the science, politics, meaning and usefulness of the various approaches to climate change work. We discussed the growing and multifaceted climate change movement and that our involvement and approach must be equally and appropriately diverse, with a special emphasis on how we can best involve a socialist understanding of causes, strategies and outcomes. 
-- An example of materials needed, came up around discussion of the new CCDS Recruiting brochure. At first it did not include any mention of opposing catastrophic climate change, a major focus of our committees work and the climate change positions in the founding document or subsequent climate change resolutions. Carl was able to insert a mention, but this only made it more clear that as an organizations, CCDS still lacked a document detailing the issues on climate change or taking a socialist position on preventing catastrophic climate change. We recognized the work around Green Jobs, the writing of Carl Bloice and others and the many other contributions of individuals, but still documents we could use to explain and organize around CCDS’s position on climate change were lacking.
-- Several members were going to present at the Left Forum and David Schwartzman volunteered to work on drafting an “8 pager” on climate change. This was done and the draft was circulated and commented on among the committee. It was then printed by the Metro DC Chapter so David could have it to use and get feedback at the Left Forum. The document is called “Climate Change - An Unprecedented Challenge”
-- However we are aware there is much work still to be done, particularly around developing unity around how to address different constituencies and how best to interject a useful socialist perspective.

B. Context: 

In December of last year, the world climate movement was set back by the US oppositions to adoptions of a realistic plan in Copenhagen.


In a principled response, 90 “Southern Nations” rejected the non-binding buy out manipulated by the US, as insufficient to prevent Catastrophic Climate Change. Bolivian president Evo Morales warned of a climate 'holocaust' in Africa, and Hugo Chávez blamed capitalism for climate change. “Capitalism is the worst enemy of humanity. Capitalism—and I’m speaking about irrational development—policies of unlimited industrialization are what destroys the environment. And that irrational industrialization is capitalism. So as long as we don’t review or revise those policies, it’s impossible to attend to humanity and life.” Democracy Now 12/17/2010

Upcoming:
1.)
Bolivia Conference – Bolivia will be hosting on April 19-22, 2010 a conference calling for both  survive and successful adaption where necessary and do all possible to prevent CCC.


World People's Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth, April 19-22, 2010 in Cochabamba, Bolivia.


http://pwccc.wordpress.com/ Announcement at: http://pwccc.wordpress.com/2010/01/15/call/#more-12 


January 15, 2010 in Announcement

Considering that climate change represents a real threat to the existence of humanity, of living beings and our Mother Earth as we know it today; Noting the serious danger that exists to islands, coastal areas, glaciers in the Himalayas, the Andes and mountains of the world, poles of the Earth, warm regions like Africa, water sources, populations affected by increasing natural disasters, plants and animals, and ecosystems in general;

Making clear that those most affected by climate change will be the poorest in the world who will see their homes  and their sources of survival destroyed, and who will be forced to migrate and seek refuge;

Confirming that 75% of historical emissions of greenhouse gases  originated in the countries of the North that followed a path of irrational industrialization;

Noting that climate change is a product of the capitalist system;

Regretting the failure of the Copenhagen Conference caused by countries called “developed”, that fail to recognize the climate debt they have with developing countries, future generations and Mother Earth;

Affirming that in order to ensure the full fulfillment of human rights in the twenty-first century, it is necessary to recognize and respect  Mother Earth’s rights;

Reaffirming the need to fight for climate justice;

Recognizing the need to take urgent actions to avoid further damage and suffering to humanity, Mother Earth and to restore harmony with nature;

Confident that the peoples of the world, guided by the principles of solidarity, justice and respect for life, will be able to save humanity and Mother Earth, and

Celebrating the International Day of Mother Earth,

The Government of the Plurinational State of Bolivia calls on the peoples of the world, social movements and Mother Earth’s defenders, and invites  scientists, academics, lawyers and governments that want to work with their citizens  to the World People’s Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth to be held from 20th to 22nd April 2010 in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

2.)
Green Jobs / Good Jobs, DC May 4-6, 2010 (Last year several thousand participated and lobbyied congress, included labor, environmental, corporate, governmental and political organizations representatives  -- and the corporate media did all it could to ignore it. This year the conference is titled “Greenjobs Advocacy Day.”


http://www.greenjobsconference.org/
3.)
Bonn Climate Change Talks – May/June 2010: A precursor to the COP16 will be the sixteenth Conference of the Parties (COP) under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The following conference will be held in Mexico between November 29 and December 10, 2010.[1]
4.)
Social Forum in Detroit. June 22-26, 2010 David Schwartzman and I will present Prevention of Catastrophic Climate Change (C3) via solarization.The obstacle; the Military Industrial Complex/Imperial Agenda, on Fri, June 25th - Solutions, Alternatives, and Visions. This will be part of the section on “CLIMATE JUSTICE: 

C.
Ongoing work of the Climate Change Committee and CCDS. 

-- Our past resolutions seek to present a useful understanding of the threats of climate change, and develop a position and strategy toward climate change (CC) and the environmental movement for CCDS
The recruiting brochure mentions climate change, but understandably can’t present details or a full position.

-- The challenges we face:
As the threat of catastrophic climate change (C3) and world responses grows, “at this precipice” we (CCDS), need a CC strategy capable of being part of the changes needed.

We need the organizational will to engage in the CC movement, with a multi-faceted political approach that enables us to connect with and be part of the world wide movement, 

We need relevant CC information to present, suited to our understanding of CC, the particular role of socialists and in whatever forms are best suited to our constituencies and allies.

For us all, anything less that success in preventing the worst of the C3 is likely to be tragically too little, too late.

Therefore I urge all members of CCDS, the CC committee and in particular the NCC and NEC to support the production and adoption of informational and advocacy efforts such as the Green Jobs efforts, the Climate Change presentations (See David Schwartzman’s Power Point on our web sites) and the continuing development and improvement of Climate Change Challenge documents such as the “Climate Change - An Unprecedented Challenge” .

We can and should support and be part of the growing anti-climate change and survival movement, as exemplified by both the World Social Forums and the 90 + nations supporting the Bolivian call for plans sufficient to prevent catastrophic climate change. 

Our particular focus should be on demands that contribute to such preventative plans being implementation here in the US. To do this, I suggest we need to support and advocate based on our resolutions calling for a strong climate change prevention position and strategy. 

Therefore, I move we adopt this multi-faceted approach to climate change, and support and build on what we have been doing by: 

1.
Reaffirming and clarifying our resolutions against catastrophic climate change.

2.
Support the work of our members in outreach and presentations appropriate to the different constituencies.

3.
Continue to produce, improve and use relevant information pieces on our web site, in our publications, as brochures and background materials, including use of the “8 pager,” Climate Change: An Unprecedented Challenge and Opportunity  produced by members of the committee and distributed by the Metro DC Chapter of the CCDS.
4.
Since our goals should not be a birth on some new adaptive Ark or an imperial Titanic, we should not be afraid to take positions that support both the science and the people. Instead we should  continue to develop and support a preventative climate change approach for CCDS, with a particular focus on the movement in the US.
Report prepared by Walter Teague, 4/11/2010

wteague@verizon.net
Some relevant links:

A.
Goals and Principles of CCDS:

In CCDS-Discussion section, listed under Blogroll and as "Goals & Principles Document V3 - PDF Format at:  http://tinyurl.com/ccds-gpv3 

B.
First Climate Change Proposal passed at the NCC of CCDS on 12/2/2006.

Proposed by Walter Teague.

On the CCDS web site at: http://www.cc-ds.org/discussion/prevent_ccc_proposal.html 

C.
Resolution on the Crisis of Climate Change passed at the CCDS 2009 convention.

On the CCDS web site at: 

http://cc-ds.org/convention_2009/Resolution_on_Climate_Change_passed_at_Convention09.doc 

or short url: http://tinyurl.com/y7hlghw
D.
A second resolution was also passed at the 2009 Convention

Resolution on Climate Catastrophe & Social Change 

The resolution can be found on the CCDS web site at:

http://cc-ds.org/convention_2009/Resolution_on_Climate_Catastrophe.doc  or at http://tinyurl.com/y7l8nqp 

E.
Climate Change Work of CCSS

For examples of some of the past Workshop documents see: 

http://www.redandgreen.org/CCC/ 

http://www.redandgreen.org/Climate_Change/index.htm 

http://www.redandgreen.org/Climate_Change/Ecosocialism_or_Ecocatastrophe.html
F.
This document “Climate Change - An Unprecedented Challenge” 

may also be found at: PDF copy at: 

http://www.redandgreen.org/Climate_Change/Climate_Change_-_An_Unprecedented_Challenge.pdf  or http://tinyurl.com/y64zqvp
An MS Doc, editable version at: http://www.redandgreen.org/Climate_Change/Climate%20Change_-_An_Unprecedented_Challenge.doc  or http://tinyurl.com/y8bznvj 

Also, an editable copy is posted on Google Docs. If you need to access and are not listed, please send me your email.

http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0AbVmv6kUSr-4ZGRjODNyMjhfMjRkNWIzbWtkaA&hl=en 
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