
Climate Change Committee Report to NCC 7/31 & 8/1/2010 “Environmental Committee”
A.
The work of Climate Change Committee since the last NCC 4/11/2010.          
Climate Change Committee has had active participation of the following members and has shared its work with the NCC list.

al.weinrub@comcast.net  Al Weinrub

carriescoville@yahoo.com  Carrie Scoville

dschwartzman@gmail.com  David Schwartzman

jlynjenks@gmail.com  Janet Tucker

krake17@hotmail.com  David Morrison

margordon@sbcglobal.net  Marian Gordon

mvkaufman@gmail.com  Michael Kaufman

steve.willett@initcomp.com  Steve Willett

tpearson@naarpr.org  Ted Pearson

vansicklem@cofc.edu  Meta Van Sickle

wteague@verizon.net  Walter Teague

Email List: EC-CCDS@yahoogroups.com
Recent work of the Climate Change Committee (CCC):
In preparation for the US Social Forum in Detroit, the CCC produced a basic 3 fold leaflet on the challenge of climate change. Extensive internet conferencing among committee members focused on developing this initial leaflet based on existing environmental positions of CCDS. The goal was a brief and initial presentation of CCDS’s views and concerns and a summary of the needed responses to the threat and challenge of catastrophic climate change (C3).  [Site overview and site] 
The leaflet was edited and approved by the NEC and 500 copies were printed and many distributed at the US Social Forum in Detroit, June 22 through 26, 2010. The Metro DC Chapter also printed 300 copies for distributed at the USSF and events in the DC area. Copies suitable for printing were posted at: www.redandgreen.org/C3 
Members of the CCC presented at environmental workshops at the USSF, including a workshop led by David Schwartzman, Walter Teague and Jane Zara of the DC Science for the People. An updated version of the longer, resource paper, Climate Change: An Unprecedented Challenge and Opportunity, was circulated among the committee and distributed at the USSF and other events by members of the Metro DC Chapter.
B. 
Climate Change Movement Context: 

We are all concerned that even after the latest addition to the environmental threats of the BP disaster, the US Congress failed to pass needed environmental legislation. However, the world environmental movement is growing stronger and more organized following the Cochabamba congress. While the U.N. and other governmental efforts continue with conferences scheduled in Mexico and elsewhere, it is the popular, mass based movements that show the greatest awareness and determination to act sufficiently and in time to save our earth and people from the devastation of C3.
Growing Movement toward action plans: 
 (See attached Actions Plans comparisons)

One important trend is the growing movement to develop and put forward climate action plans. Three such 10 point plans are compared in the attached, 10 Point Climate Action Plans.

One recent example is the 10 Point Plan put forward by the Australian Socialist Alliance in its “2010 Climate Charter” and supported by the SA candidates in the country’s current General Election. 
This 10 Point Plan for Australia is worth examining as a model for proposed actions to meet the needs of preventing C3 both technically and politically in a particular country. 

The SA explained why they see the need for such a plan now. In order "to take on the vested interests, we need to strengthen a climate action movement that is independent of the big parties and that won’t compromise on the steps needed to avert runaway warming" and as a minimum, presents at least an initial set of political strategies. Australian 10 Point Climate Action Plan
C.
Ongoing work of the Climate Change Committee and CCDS
As an essential part of this worldwide and growing movement and building on Cochabamba, there needs to a plan that meets the needs of the U.S. to support and be part of the effort to prevent C3.

We believe most in CCDS agree with the reality of the scientific findings and need to do something effective to address the climate change challenges. But it is also not so certain just what is the best possible path to address people’s needs in preventing C3. Many voices are speaking on the need for climate legislation, such as Van Jones who gave strong support for Obama and to Senator Kerry’s legislation being reintroduced in the Fall. He outlined much of what he thought should be in a good bill and stressed maintaining support for Obama, but was less specific on how to successfully build mass support for passage of a sufficiently strong bill within the time allowed. http://tinyurl.com/38hgfnw and http://tinyurl.com/24fmmpo 
We in CCDS could help show how a green jobs bill could realistically aid in climate change prevention. We could work on supporting the creation of such a bill to congress as part of an overall US Action Plan to prevent C3. Work needs to be done to better determine what a U.S. version of a Climate Action Plan would need to include to be successful both scientifically and politically in the context of people’s growing concerns for jobs and a sustainable future.
Developing a draft for such a 10 Point Climate Action Plan for the U.S. could assist CCDS in creating, adopting and promoting a policy and strategy on Climate Change.
The CCC will be working on drafting such a 10 point Climate Action Plan that could be put forward by CCDS. An important component will be a focus on Green Jobs legislation that links to the challenge of climate change.
D.
CCC agenda will focus on:

1.
Given that CCDS needs a resource and policy paper on the Challenge and Opportunity of Climate Change, our committee will work on adapting and improving a resource and policy paper for CCDS. At the last NCC it was moved that the “8 page statement” [Climate Change: An Unprecedented Challenge and Opportunity] should go to the NEC for discussion, in consultation with the Climate Change Committee and then to the NCC for adoption.”  It was moved and agreed, but as yet this has not happened. Therefore we propose the motion below and with NCC approval, we will base our ongoing work on the updated version of “Climate Change: An Unprecedented Challenge and Opportunity.” http://tinyurl.com/y64zqvp 
2.
Work on a Draft Climate Action Plan for CCDS: Given the growing C3 movement following Cochabamba, and the many increasingly specific Action Plans to address the Challenge of Catastrophic Climate Change, the CCC will work on the development of a draft Climate Action Plan for CCDS. It will include a focus on developing and supporting legislation that promotes Green Jobs as an essential element of meeting the Climate Change Challenge.

E.
Therefore I propose as a motion:

That the NCC adopt the latest 10 page version of the  “Climate Change: An Unprecedented Challenge and Opportunity”    http://tinyurl.com/y64zqvp  as a resource and position paper on climate change issues for CCDS. It is the intent of this motion that the climate change committee will use this paper as the basis for ongoing improvement of CCDS Climate Change resources and policy papers. That the goal will be to support and expand on the positions presented in the 3 fold “Prevent Catastrophic Climate Change.”  http://tinyurl.com/2eb2lox 
F.
Summary:

1. 3 Fold Prevent Catastrophic Climate Change.  We urge distribution by members, posting on the CCDS Web Page and feedback to the committee so we can improve it in future.
2. Resource and Policy paper; Climate Change: An Unprecedented Challenge and Opportunity. We urge NCC to adopt this as a resource and/or position paper for CCDS and post on the CCDS web site and urge membership provide feedback for improvement.
3. Climate Action Plan. The CCC will be working on development of a draft Climate Action Plan suitable for the U.S.
4. Links. Added below.
5. All papers and links will be posted to CCC and National Web page upon adoption. Links and document referred to are at:  redandgreen.org/C3

6. Webex. The CCC will be trying out Webex.
7. The NEC Memorandum On Committee Work.  The CCC committee will be using the The NEC Memorandum On Committee Work as a guide for our on-going work. 
Report from Walter Teague  wteague@verizon.net

Links in this report:
All cited documents will be available at: www.redandgreen.org/C3
Australian 10 Point Climate Action Plan http://tinyurl.com/2astv24
Climate Change: An Unprecedented Challenge and Opportunity http://tinyurl.com/y64zqvp 

Climate Change Committee Email List: EC-CCDS@yahoogroups.com
Prevent Catastrophic Climate Change http://tinyurl.com/2eb2lox 

10 Point Climate Action Plans compared. http://tinyurl.com/2b65tz3 
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