CCDS Climate Change Committee 
Meeting 3/14/10

Invited members:  6 Present

al.weinrub@comcast.net  Al Weinrub


carriescoville@yahoo.com  Carrie Scoville

Present
dschwartzman@gmail.com  David Schwartzman

-
EC-CCDS@yahoogroups.com  Eco-Socialist Email List 

Present
jlynjenks@gmail.com  Janet Tucker


krake17@hotmail.com  David Morrison

Present
margordon@sbcglobal.net  Marian Gordon


mvkaufman@gmail.com  Michael Kaufman

-
STAFF@NCALCOFC.ORG  National Office 

Present
steve.willett@initcomp.com  Steve Willett


tpearson@naarpr.org  Ted Pearson

Present
vansicklem@cofc.edu  Meta Van Sickle

Present
wteague@verizon.net  Walter Teague

Agenda

A. CCDS Recruiting Leaflet.

The inclusion of “climate change crisis” in the latest version was acknowledged, but it was agreed we needed to work on finding a more descriptive phrase pointing out the importance of working for both prevention of catastrophic climate change and working for a shift of economic and political resources enabling a sustainable, green power economy. It was felt we should work on this improvement in both future brochures and within the organization to better resolve the apparently conflicting strategies in organizing our various constituencies. We acknowledged that questions remain on how best and when to point out and make the links between climate change and the political economics of the current military-industrial complex. In essence how to talk about capitalism, socialism and climate change. This discussion led into point B.
B. 8 Page Environmental paper.

It was discussed in the context of the need for a more detailed and general position paper explaining the issues as seen by CCDS and the more immediate need for a discussion paper that could be circulated by David Schwartzman along with his presentations at the Left Forum in NYC next week. 
We discussed the complex issues based on an acceptance of the scientific imperatives of climate change and the various possible political approaches to organizing in anticipation of the ever more obvious consequences of crisis caused by climate change. It was agreed CCDS should have and promote a clear and progressive analysis and position on climate change and what we as an organization propose should be done. However, it was acknowledged that while our organization has much agreement on climate change basics, we are still debating aspects of how to best organize and when and how to present the links between the science, economics, politics and strategies of organizing different constituencies. It was felt that a public paper should avoid specifics of internal differences, but rather discuss these different questions in terms of the larger environmental and socialist movements, and what we needs to resolved for us all to be more effective.
It was agreed that CCDS needs such a paper and that it should be helpful and relevant to organizing on climate change issues, as we work to resolve and improve our remaining various unresolved questions of how best to do this within and without the organization. 
C. Left Forum, David’s presentation on 3/19-21/10

It was agreed that David S. should work on a draft discussion paper which would be shared with the committee and if possible presented as a Metro DC Chapter discussion paper that he could use at the Left Forum.

D. We discussed the need for committee members to continue to read the various relevant documents and discussions.
E. Questions on CCDS’s positions on climate change:  Crisis, prevention of C3, the MIC and Eco-socialism, organizing for green jobs, a green sustainable economy and strategies with different constituencies.
Walter suggested that there remain fundamental strategic differences on the questions of organizing around climate change. Others felt the organization was mostly united, but that some issues were currently seen as more than contradictory than necessary and that we should explore how to resolve these in an ongoing and principled way. It was agreed we should seek to do this.

The next meeting will be after the NYC Left Forum and we will seek feedback on the brochure and discussions in NYC for our continued work.

Walter Teague

Some Relevant Links:

CCDS Recruiting Brochure


http://ccds-discussion.org/ccdsbro.pdf 
CCDS Discussion, Belem Ecosocialist Declaration http://www.ccds-discussion.org/?p=67#comments
Climate Change on the Metro CCDS web site 
http://www.redandgreen.org/Climate_Change 

Climate Change Workshop materials

http://www.redandgreen.org/CCC/ 

On the Precipice.



http://tinyurl.com/yjcbctf 
Fight Climate Change, Not Wars. Naomi Klein Dec. 10, 2009.


http://www.redandgreen.org/Climate_Change/Climate_Change_vs_Wars.htm 

Fidel Castro's Reflection: The Threatening Dangers, Fidel Castro Ruz, March 7, 2010. 
http://tinyurl.com/yj2syez 
PDF on redandgreen.org.

