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LADYFEST DC TO SPONSOR 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY GATHERING

Rally To Celebrate Women World-Wide, Draw Attention To Gender-Based Violence

Washington, D.C., March 6, 2002 - In keeping with their commitment to provide an open forum for political and personal discussion and a platform for feminist discourse and artistic expression, Ladyfest DC has announced plans for an International Women's Day (IWD) rally to be held on Friday, March 8 at 5:30 in Washington, D.C.'s Dupont Circle neighborhood.


Local female activists and educators will offer brief remarks about IWD, Following the comments; participants will have the opportunity to add their voice during an informal "speak-out." Upon the conclusion of the festivities, an informal gathering will be held at Food For Thought, located at 1811 14th Street, NW, Washington, D.C., for those interested in learning more about Ladyfest DC. 

Officially recognized by the United Nations in 1975, IWD is celebrated throughout the world every March 8. The first IWD was celebrated in Western Europe on March 19, 1911 to protest an unfulfilled promise made by the King of Prussia to grant women suffrage on the same date in 1848. On March 7,1917 women textile workers in Leningrad took the streets after being locked out of the factories for threatening to strike. These protests, which spanned several days, are commemorated each year on March 8, along with the accomplishments of other women organizers across the globe.

For more information about the IWD rally and other upcoming Ladyfest DC events, visit www.ladyfestdc.org .



About Ladyfest DC:
Ladyfest DC is a non-profit, community-based event to showcase, celebrate, and encourage women's artistic, political, and organizational achievements. This volunteer-coordinated event, scheduled for August of 2002, will feature music, visual/performance art, film/video, spoken word, writings and other forms of expression, and will include workshops, panel discussions, and opportunities for spontaneous participation. The festival will promote the work of DC-area artists, musicians and activists, as well as showcase non-DC art.

Ladyfest DC is part of an ongoing feminist dialogue: one that recognizes the interrelationship of issues of race, class, gender, and sexual identity. We believe that these issues have informed the collective struggles and stories of our mothers, grandmothers, sisters, daughters, and friends. Their experiences remind us of where we come from as women and activists, what has been achieved, and what work remains to be done. We strive to cultivate the talents of women from our diverse communities while creating a vision of the future. Ladyfest DC endeavors to empower its participants in a way that is accessible and relevant to all women.


